
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and the LHS Community, 

 

Hello again everyone, and thanks for accessing our May newsletter. 

 

As we head into May, the next few weeks will see a flurry of activity at LHS.  We will soon 

administer the AP exams; and two proms, drama productions, and concerts are all on the docket.  

It is also the case that many major assignments are coming due for students as we continue to 

work our way through the curricula and prepare for final exams.  All of this concludes with our 

graduation exercises on June 23 at 6:00, the first Saturday graduation in, I believe, our school’s 

history.  

 

Since our last newsletter, our chamber choir returned from their Disney trip with several 

beautiful trophies.  Our World Languages and Cultures Department students had a very strong 

showing at the annual Colt Poetry competition.  Also very exciting was the performance of our 

National Ocean Science Bowl team which, after winning the CT/RI title, headed to Baltimore to 

represent us in the national championships – one of only 25 teams in the nation to do so.  Despite 

not placing, we were well represented by our team who garnered the exceptional distinction of 

winning the sportsmanship award for the entire nation.  We just couldn’t be prouder of them.  

Our thanks go out to the adults who make these enriching activities and many others possible.  

To say they go above and beyond the call hardly gets to their generosity. 

 

On that last point, our staff was recently treated to a beautiful luncheon by grateful parents in 

recognition of Teacher Appreciation Week.  One could easily underestimate what these sorts of 

gestures mean to educators, but that would be unfortunate.  The daily contribution of teachers is 

not as evident as, say, a freshly mown lawn, even though the effects are far more lasting.  Simple 

“thank yous” from students and parents can mean more than you might imagine to make your 

children’s teachers feel good about their efforts.  I am very thankful that parents chose to 

recognize our faculty, and I couldn’t agree more with the sentiment. 

 

It is never too early to start thinking positively about perfect weather for graduation.  I hope we 

will be able to enjoy our beautiful new bleachers at the ceremony. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lou Gabordi 
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Ledyard High News 



 

LEDYARD HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 2011-2012 

 
 

 

May 

 

 2  Board of Education Mtg  7 p.m.   LHS Media Center 

4,5  Musical Production “Bye Bye Birdie” 7 p.m.   Gaucher Auditorium 

 5  S.A.T.s     8 a.m.   LHS 

 7  Parent Advisory Council  6:30 p.m.  LHS Media Center 

10  NHS Coffeehouse   7-9 p.m.  LHS Cafeteria 

12  JUNIOR PROM   6 to 11 p.m.  Port & Starboard 

14  Ledyard Athletic Booster Club 7:30 p.m.  LHS Media Center 

16  Board of Education Mtg  7 p.m.   LHS Media Center 

17  Eighth Grade Orientation  6:30 p.m.  

26  SENIOR PROM    7 to 11 p.m.  Mystic Marriott 

28  NO SCHOOL  (Memorial Day) 

 

June 

 

1,2  Choral POPS Concert   7:30 p.m.  Gaucher Auditorium 

 5  AWARDS NIGHT   6:30 p.m.  Gaucher Auditorium 

 6  Board of Education Mtg  7 p.m.   LHS Media Center 

 8  Band POPS Concert   7:30 p.m.  Gaucher Auditorium 

 9  A.C.T.     8 a.m.   L.H.S. 

11  Ledyard Athletic Booster Club 7:30 p.m.  LHS Media Center 

13,14,15 EXAMS (Dismissal at 12 noon) 

23  Graduation     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Twenty five teams met in Baltimore on April 19-22 for the NOSB finals 

competition. Ledyard High School made its first appearance ever!  The team 

competed admirably in buzzer rounds, team challenge questions and science expert 

briefing sections. 

 

Ledyard High School received the Sportsmanship Award for their outstanding 

character seen by the judges and volunteers in all situations.  As a result, each 

student received a $100 gift card, the team won a plaque, a new buzzer system, and 

books.  The coach received a $200 gift card. 

 

Cheering us on were family members and our regional coordinators Dr. Diana 

Payne (CT SeaGrant) and Mr. Thaxter Tewksbury (Project Oceanology) 

 

Congratulations to all of the team members and thank you for all of your hard 

work. 

        
 

 

 



 

 

PAX needs Homes for EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Program of Academic Exchange is looking for host families for the 
2012-2013 school year. 
 
 Families who would love to open their homes and their hearts to a 
student should contact Deb Evans at devans@ledyard.net or call 860-
464-9600 ext.144 for more information. 
 

 We have many students to choose from, from all over the world. They 
are anxiously waiting to meet their new family.  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Prom Closet 

 
 

JUNIOR PROM  SATURDAY, MAY 12 
 

SENIOR PROM  SATURDAY, MAY 26 
 
 

Why spend so much money on a dress you will only wear ONE TIME? 
 

Borrow a dress from the 
 

mailto:devans@ledyard.net


 LHS Prom Closet (Rm 113) 
There are many styles, colors, sizes & designers (Cachet, Jessica McClintock, 

Isaac Mizrahi, etc.) to choose from. 
 

Prom Closet will be open before & after school and 1st Lunch. 
 

Come to Rm. 113 to check out our inventory and say, 
 “Yes to the Dress.” 

 

 
 

Donations to the Prom Closet are also being accepted. 
 

Clean out the closet and let another young lady be Cinderella in your dress.  
Donations may be dropped off in the main office at LHS 

 

 

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

 

 BYE BYE BIRDIE 

 

Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Close to 70 students, faculty and parents are in this production. This show is 

going to be a lot of fun and we hope you will check it out. Tickets are on sale in the LHS Main 

Office during school hours  (8 to 2). 

 

  General Admission:  Students     $ 5.00 

      Adults  $10.00 

 

  Preferred Seating:  Students $10.00 

      Adults  $15.00  



Chance of a life time 
 

The Ledyard High School Music Boosters are sponsoring a chance to win “A Summer 

Saturday in New York City”!   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One grand prize winner will receive two tickets to a matinee performance of the Tony Award 

winning Broadway Musical Memphis in July of 2012, a $100 Gift Certificate for dinner for two 

at the famous Tony DiNapoli’s Family Style Italian Restaurant on 43
rd

 and Broadway, as well as 

two off peak round trip tickets on Metro North Railway from New Haven’s Union Station to 

Grand Central Station.   

 

Chances can be purchased at a rate of one (1) chance for a dollar, seven (7) chances for 5 dollars, 

and 15 chances for 10 dollars.  Chances can be purchased at any of the music performances for 

the remainder of the semester, or by contacting Mary Giordano at 860-464-5538.  The final 

drawing for the grand prize will take place at the Band Pops on June 8
th

, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Inner Visions 

 
 

Inner Visions, Ledyard High School’s arts magazine, is pleased to announce the winners of its annual 

contest.  Many entries were received in all categories and made the judging by the faculty panel a 

challenge.  All winners received an amazon.com gift card.   

Their work is available to view, along with many other creative and thought-provoking pieces, at 

innervisionslhs.wordpress.com 

 

 

The winners: 

          
Best short prose:  “Daddy’s Bucket” by senior Callie Bateman 

Best poem: “Of Wonder” by senior Callie Bateman 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Best drawing: “This is Who I Am” by senior Sarah Heikkinen 

Best photograph, landscape category: “Rocky Oasis” by senior Sarah Heikkinen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Best photograph, open category: “Untitled” by freshman Madison Curcuro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Junior Abby Bora has completed the layout and design of the thirty-eighth print edition 

of Inner Visions magazine.  It will be available for distribution in early May. 

 

Also in the month of May, work of student contributors to Inner Visions will be on 

display in the showcase in Ledyard High School’s main lobby.  Be sure to stop in and 

have a look. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

SENIOR GRAD PARTY UPDATE 

 

Payments and Student Count:  Payments are due 
now.  The cost of the party is $125.00.  Checks can be 

made out to LHS Grad Party.  Please put the students 
name on the memo line to ensure accurate account posting.  If you need 
confidential financial assistance, please speak to your student’s guidance counselor.  

All attendees, regardless of age, must have parental permission to attend.   

It is time to dig out your photos for the memory wall! 
Photos can be individual students or groups of students.  Photos should 
primarily be of graduates.  Look through your photos from preschool, class 

pictures, field trips, clubs, sports, special events, events outside of schools, 
your favorite teacher, dances etc.  Please drop off, or send in copied photos 

(sorry we can’t return pictures) to the High School main office.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Kerri Charette our Memory Wall Coordinator at 
kerri.charette@comcast.net  

Memory Wall:  NEW OPTION!! – It is possible to 
upload your photos to the following snapfish link.  

Then Kerri will use the photos to make collages.   
Here’s how:   

1.  First you need a snapfish account.  If you already have a snapfish 
account go to step 3, otherwise create a free snapfish account. 

2. Upload your photos from your computer – this will create an album.  
You have the ability to name your album and it would be helpful if 

you did something like  Charette Grad 2012. 
3. Then copy and paste the below link into your browser and you can 

join the group and upload your album. 

http://ledyardhighschool2012.snapfish.com/snapfish/otsc=SYE/otsi=CRI 

Donations:  Do you work for someone who might be willing to donate to our class 
party?  Let us know and can mail out a donation request letter.  Thank you to our 

latest donators:  Whitsons Food Service and Groton Elks Lodge. 

Permission Slip:  To print the permission slip go to the LHS tab, then News and 
Information, then Senior Class Grad Party Information and the consent form link is 

at the top of the page.   

Polly Ash – President,  pash@ledyard.net 

Robin Loy – Treasurer,  rals991@aol.com 

Janet Farquhar – Secretary,  ct_farquhar5@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

mailto:kerri.charette@comcast.net
http://www.ledyard.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://ledyardhighschool2012.snapfish.com/snapfish/otsc=SYE/otsi=CRI


 

C.A.S. High School Arts Awards Banquet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Connecticut Association of Schools hosted their Seventeenth Annual Arts Recognition Banquet this 

April to honor Connecticut’s outstanding high school visual and performing arts students from across the state.  

This event took place April 9
th
 at the Aqua-Turf Club in Plantsville.  The two students who were honored from 

Ledyard High School were: 

 

   Sarah Heikkinen Art and Photography 

 

   Kendall Swan  Music 

 

 
 

LHS ATHLETICS 

 

The spring sports season is upon us. You can find daily athletic schedules for all of our 

athletic teams on casciac.org. Come on out and support LHS athletics. For those that 

will be attending track, lacrosse, softball, or baseball games at the high school, please 

refrain from parking on Gallup Hill Road and Greystone Court. If you find the back 

parking lot full, please park your car in front of the high school. Your cooperation is 

greatly appreciated.  Some important dates: 

Monday May 14—Athletic Boosters at 7:30pm in the LHS Media Center 

August 22---Fall Sports Night at 7:30pm in the LHS Auditorium 

GO COLONELS! 



 

School Wellness/Indoor Air Quality Teams 

 

 
As part of our Wellness Policy adopted in June 2006, each school is responsible for forming a 

school wellness and/or IAQ team.  These teams will be charged with the task of completing an 

assessment of individual school needs in relation to student and staff health and wellness needs.  

Each team will create an action plan for implementation of the Student Wellness/IAQ Program 

and report on their progress to the district-wide Health and Safety committee.  These teams will 

meet once every four to six weeks hence; the purpose of this article is to alert you of the policy 

and to solicit volunteers.  

 

We currently have three staff members on the team and we are looking for parent and student 

participation. If you would like to join the health and wellness team and help promote a healthy 

school by supporting wellness, good nutrition, and regular physical activity as part of the total 

learning environment, or join the IAQ team to promote a safe and healthy school environment, 

please contact Shane Winters at 464-9600 or email him at swinters@ledyard.net.  
 

 

 

National Honor Society 
 

 
 Easter eggs scattered the LCS fairgrounds. Children anxiously waited 

to run and fill their baskets to the brim with pastel eggs. Senior Ashley 

Marquardt played the role of Easter Bunny, taking pictures with the children. 

NHS members arrived early, and cleverly hid the eggs. 

 

 Participating in the Easter Egg Hunt at LCS is only one of the many 

volunteer opportunities NHS members flocked to these past few weeks. On St. Patrick’s Day, four 

members waitressed at the Rotary Club’s Wes Johnson Scholarship Dinner. In return for our service, the 

Rotary Club awarded NHS $200.  

 

 All throughout March, a penny drive was held for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The 

total amount is still being counted, but judging by the plastic bags brimming with change, it appears to be 

another successful year. 

 

 Also at the end of March, for three days members took the morning off from their classes to read 

to elementary school students at LCS, Gallup Hill, and JWL. In partners, members read to all ages and 

even provided the kids with some goldfish to snack on. From Green Eggs and Ham to If You Give a 

Mouse a Cookie, all of the favorites were read. 

 

 Earth Day weekend, members traded books for gardening tools, and helped clean up Blonders 

Park. Members brought their family and friends to do their part and “go green.” 

 

 The next and final coffeehouse will be May 10. As it gets closer to that date, if you or someone 

you know is interested in playing, make sure to sign up ahead of time in room 211. 



Marine Science  

 

 
 

In March, all three marine science classes went on a seal-watch program with 

Project Oceanology.  As part of the day, students first towed a net in search of 

organisms that might be part of the diet of the seals.  

 

 Following that, we cruised along the north shore of Fisher’s Island and visited four 

rock clumps that all held large numbers of seals!  As part of the project that this 

trip is built around, students not only recorded the number of seals in the water vs. 

those hauled out, they also recorded weather data.  Students were examining the 

wave height, wind direction, stage of the tide and more.   

 

When back at school, the students compared this year’s data to that from a group 

last year that went on a similar day.  They had to graph their results and determine 

which weather factor(s) had the most impact on the number of seals seen in each 

year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUIDANCE 
 

 

ACT administration- at LHS on June 9
th

:   

 Please register by the deadline on May 4
th

 at www.actstudent.org . The late registration deadline is May 18
th

 

but will include an additional fee.  

Senior Survey Information: 

All seniors must complete the electronic senior survey in Naviance. All seniors must Log on to Naviance 

Family Connection using their username and password (if you have forgotten your password please 

contact the school counseling office immediately) >click on the "About Me" tab>click on "senior survey" 

on left side of the page> when completed click "update". Completing this ENTIRE survey is required. 

In addition, green forms named "final grade report for college" will be distributed during 

morning meeting and include information on where each senior wants their final transcript sent. Please be 

sure to include stamped addressed business sized envelope for your final transcript. 

Summer School: 

 Information for programs in our area will be available soon in the school counseling office. Please be sure 

to see your counselor if you feel you will be attending summer school. 

2012-2013 Schedule Update: 

Course Verification sheets will be sent to all students/parents sometime in late May. The School 

Counseling Department will make every effort to have 2012-2013 schedules completed and mailed by the 

end of  June.  

SAT's and ACT's: 

Next year’s seniors:  Please be sure to visit www.collegeboard.com or www.actstudent.org to register for 

the October and November test dates. This will ensure that you meet the early fall registration deadlines. 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/
outbind://59/www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org/


 



 
 

Junior Class News 
 

Junior Prom 2012 
Junior Prom will be held on Saturday the 12th of May from 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm at 

Ocean Beach Port and Starboard in New London.  Tickets will be on sale for $60 for 
FOUR DAYS ONLY from Monday, April 30 – Thursday, May 3rd during both lunch waves 

and in the Career Center.  Pictures on the beach at 5:30 pm weather permitting. 
Junior Advisory has planned a great night.  Don’t miss out – your Junior Prom only 

comes once in your life!!  A good time will be had by all! 
 
 

Ledyard Colonel Beads have 

arrived!! 

 

Beads can be picked up in the 

Career Center Room 312 or call 

(860) 464-9600 Ext 147 to make 

arrangements for delivery. 

Extra beads are available for 

purchase 

Get yours while they last. 

  Great Graduation Gift!! 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

From the Nurse 
 

 

The welcome appearance of warmer weather brings 

with it the unwelcome emergence of deer ticks, 

dormant during winter months.  These parasites 

carry Lyme disease and can transmit the Lyme 

bacterium to humans when they feed.  Spring is a 

good time to review the basics of Lyme disease 

prevention to avoid contracting this potentially 

debilitating illness. 

 

There are six basic strategies to prevent exposure to deer ticks.  First, know where they live and 

avoid these habitats.  Deer ticks prefer shaded, sheltered areas such as piles of leaf litter, the 

edges of roads and gardens, under decks and in piled wood and stonewalls.   Next, become 

familiar with proper removal of ticks that do become attached.  Use thin tipped tweezers to grasp 

the mouth of  the tick and pull upward slowly using a steady motion.  Clean the area afterwards 

with antiseptic.  Early symptoms of Lyme disease include a large, expanding rash and flu-like 

symptoms.  If any of these occur after a tick bite (or at any time, even if no tick was removed), 

contact your doctor.   

 

Another prevention strategy is to dress properly when out in the woods.  Wear long pants and 

tuck socks over pant legs. Conduct tick checks and launder clothing after leaving any area where 

there might be ticks.  Use DEET insect repellents and other products to further reduce tick 

exposure.  Finally, check pets daily for ticks and use veterinarian recommended tick-control 

products.   Sleeping with pets is not recommended as ticks can crawl off pets and become 

attached to you.  Using these strategies will help prevent Lyme Disease.  For more information 

contact the Ledge Light Health District in Groton at 448-4885.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

LHS ALUMNI 

What are they up to? 

 

Two articles reprinted below, one from THE DAY and one 
from the UCONN Website showcase graduates of Ledyard High 
School. 



100 years after the tragedy of the Titanic, the Ice Patrol looks 
out for mariners 

By Jennifer McDermott  

Published 04/18/2012 12:00 AM  THE DAY 

 
Sean D. Elliot photo 

United States Coast Guard Lt. Commander Jessica Worst, Executive Officer of the Coast Guard's 
International Ice Patrol, loads gear into vehicles to transport an IIP team to the airport Wednesday, 
February 29, 2012 for their annual patrol of the north Atlantic sea lanes. 

Dressed in a one-piece, dark green flight suit, Lt. Cmdr. Jessica Worst (1996 graduate 

of LHS) prepared her remarks for a recent morning meeting. 

A bell sounded at 8:30 a.m. sharp. On cue, everyone from the unit known as the 

International Ice Patrol gathered in the operations center in New London. 

It is here, in this center, that a small group of Coast Guardsmen are keeping mariners in 

the 

trans-Atlantic shipping lanes — one of the busiest shipping routes in the world — safe 

from colliding with icebergs. 

Worst — who serves as deputy commander of the patrol — and several others were 

outfitted to deploy to St. John's, Newfoundland and spend a week flying over a 

500,000-square-mile area off the Grand Banks of Newfoundland to track icebergs. 

They would relay the locations back to the center at Fort Trumbull, where the 

information could be fed into a computer model that uses ocean current and wind data 

to predict how the icebergs will drift. The Ice Patrol, which was formed after the RMS 

Titanic hit an iceberg and sank in 1912, shares its charts with mariners worldwide. 

http://www.theday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/personalia?ID=j.mcdermott


The members of the Ice Patrol went on to spot 20 icebergs during the patrol in early 

March. It was easy to find the icebergs at first, Worst said, but farther north there were 

areas covered by sea ice, which makes it a challenge to locate the icebergs. 

"Our model depends on accurate positions for each iceberg so each of us needs to be 

vigilant in our sighting techniques," she said. "This will become even more important 

later in the season as the bergs make their way south and possibly into the shipping 

lanes." 

Icebergs typically drift into the shipping lanes from February to July. The number of 

icebergs that survive the two- to three-year trip south from West Greenland varies 

annually depending on atmospheric and oceanographic conditions. 

The Ice Patrol has a perfect record — not one ship that has heeded its warnings and 

steered clear of the "bergy water," has struck an iceberg. 

"It gives me a real sense of worth, a sense that I'm actually doing something I can see the 

benefit in and an immediate result," said Worst. "We're producing a product that is used 

and relied upon by the mariners." 

But when Worst tells people what she does for a living, their reaction is often a mix of 

surprise and confusion. 

"A lot of people have heard about the Coast Guard and they do know our mission, 

particularly search and rescue, but they don't really know we do iceberg detection or 

that the Ice Patrol even exists," she said. "I explain it to them and I try to relate it back to 

the Titanic and why we were formed. Then they kind of understand how it is that we're 

protecting the mariners." 

This month is the centennial anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. 

At the morning meeting, the 16 members of the Ice Patrol discussed the weather 

conditions in St. John's and the final preparations for the deployment. 

With brown hair pulled back in a bun and no noticeable makeup, Worst told the group 

that a Coast Guard helicopter had crashed into Mobile Bay, Ala. on a training mission 

the night before. 

"If you could just remember those guys in your thoughts today," she said. 

The crash, which killed the four crew members on board, was a reminder that the Coast 

Guard's work is dangerous, Worst said later. 

The making of a leader 

Worst, 33, was raised in Gales Ferry, not far from her current office and her alma mater, 

the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. She grew up on the water; her parents own a local scuba 

diving business. Her father had served in the Navy. 

But it wasn't until high school that she considered the Coast Guard as a potential career 

path. 



"It seemed like a perfect fit," she said. "I could go out on the water and I felt a 

responsibility to serve my country. I also wanted an opportunity to help others." 

Worst has served on two buoy tenders, commanded an 87-foot patrol boat and holds a 

master's degree in oceanography. She lives in Westerly, R.I. 

In her current position since August, Worst is responsible for leading the unit on a daily 

basis so the commanding officer is free to focus on strategic issues and the unit's 

international partnerships. 

The biggest challenge Worst has faced in the Coast Guard, she said, has been the 

increasing responsibility with each new job and the pressure that comes with it. 

"I was a very shy individual growing up and reluctant to speak up or give my opinion. 

When I joined the Coast Guard, I set goals for myself and I wanted to tackle my 

childhood fears," she said. 

Worst said she did that on her first cutter, and then while in command of a patrol boat 

at the age of 23. That opportunity allowed her to quickly grow as a leader. 

The March deployment to Canada was her first with the Ice Patrol. As an "ice observer," 

Worst looked out of the aircraft window and noted the locations of icebergs in her log. 

Another patrol member looked for icebergs on the radar. 

Because the Ice Patrol's mission is unique in the Coast Guard, there is a steep learning 

curve for new personnel, said Cmdr. Lisa Mack, the unit's commanding officer. Worst's 

expertise in oceanography gave her a good foundation to work in the operations center 

and her enthusiasm and optimism are additional strengths, Mack added. 

"She has done a great job in fostering cooperation and teamwork within the unit," she 

said. 

Worst expects to be at the Ice Patrol for three years but she plans to stay in the Coast 

Guard for at least 20. 

"I don't know what I'd do on the outside," she said with a laugh. "I enjoy my job so much 

at this point, I don't foresee getting out any time soon." 
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UCONN CLASS OF 2012 ARIANNA MAGRO 
(LHS Class of 2008) 

 
UCONN Website 
April 20, 2012 
By: Sheila Foran  
1  

 

Arianne Magro '12 (CLASS). (Sheila Foran/UConn Photo) 

As a double major in maritime studies and American studies, with minors in both maritime 
archeology and Native American studies, it’s a wonder that Arianne Magro has a free moment to 
enjoy her surroundings, but she does. Magro, a resident of Ledyard, Conn., chose to attend 
UConn/Avery Point for two reasons. One is that it offered a four-year program in maritime studies, 
and the other is that the campus is perched on the edge of Long Island Sound. 

From the time she was a child, Magro’s favorite activities have included swimming, boating, and 
fishing with her family. With her interest in all things nautical, maritime studies was a natural choice 
for her. That the campus was close enough so she could communicate from home was even better. 

“I can’t remember a time when I wasn’t going to the beach or to Bluff Point [in nearby Groton],” she 
says, “and both my majors are flexible enough so I can study all the things that really interest me. 
I’ve even developed an interest in anthropology through working with Professor Bruchac [assistant 
professor of anthropology, Marge Bruchac], especially in Native American culture, and that’s 
something I didn’t expect.” 

Just prior to her junior year, Magro was awarded a Kitchings Family Scholarship in recognition of her 
academic achievement and her maritime studies major. The scholarships provide significant 
financial aid and are given to outstanding students who are spending all four of their undergraduate 
years at Avery Point. Magro will graduate in May with a GPA over 3.6. 

Her advisor, Mary Bercaw Edwards, associate professor of English, says, “I’m not surprised that 
she’s done so well. Arianne is an amazing student with wide-ranging interests. I’m continually 
impressed with how hard she works and how much she enjoys her classes.” 

Magro says one of the reasons she added American Studies as a major is that it gives her a chance 
to study both Native American and Colonial lore. Last summer she did a field project in archaeology 
with the Pequot Museum that’s part of the Mashantucket Pequot Reservation. Her senior project 
involves studying the Charles P. Morgan, the ship that’s berthed at Mystic Seaport. Her portion of 
the project involves examining changing perceptions of whaling, from the 19th century when the 

http://today.uconn.edu/blog/author/sforan/
mailto:sheila.foran@uconn.edu
http://today.uconn.edu/blog/2012/04/class-of-2012-arianne-magro/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+uconn-today+%28UConn+Today%29
http://today.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Arianne-Magro-headshot.jpg


Morgan was on the high seas as a whaling vessel. “Both of these experiences have been 
educational,” she says, “and a lot of fun, too.” 

Having multiple interests is both beneficial and daunting. Magro is considering graduate studies in 
anthropology, but she’d also like to begin working, perhaps in one of the region’s historical or 
maritime museums. And then there’s the possibility of teaching. 

As an undergraduate, she has worked as a tutor in the Academic Center at Avery Point, assisting 
students needing help with calculus, math, and other subjects. “I just love being able to pass on 
knowledge, to explain things, and to see the light go on when someone grasps a concept,” she says. 

“I’m not sure exactly what’s ahead for me,” she adds, “but my advice is to find something that 
interests you, and go for it. I think you should study the things you love and you’ll find a career that 
fits.” 

 
 

 

May 2012 in the Library 
 

http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com - Library Resources 

  http://colonelslibrary.org – Library web site 

slantelme@ledyard.net   Mrs. Lantelme, LHS School Librarian 

 

 

 

Catch The Hunger Games reading wave with these titles: 
 

Orson Scott Card’s Ender’s Game 

Kristin Cashore’s Graceling 
Inda Chima’s Warrior Heir 

Allyson Condie’s Matched 
Michael Grant’s Gone 

Pete Hautman’s Rash 
Stephen King’s Dark Tower Series 

David Klass’ Firestorm 
Andy Mulligan’s Trash 

Susan Pfeffer’s Life as we knew it 
Veronica Roth’s Divergent 

Maggie Stiefvater’s Scorpio Races 
Scott Westerfield’s Uglies 

 
 

http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com/
http://colonelslibrary.org/
mailto:slantelme@ledyard.net


NATIONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY MONTH 

 

April was National School Library Month and we gave awards to one 
student from each grade for their dedicated library usage. Each of them 
has read over 20 titles from the collection since the 2011-2012 school 
year began. Keep on reading! 

9th: Jennifer Joseph 
10th: Alex Scholz 
11th: Deb Loadoja 
12th: Tori Davis 
 
 
 

 

The Library Catalog includes valuable resources & 
is available for quick and easy access via your 

mobile device: Go to the App Store and search for 
Destiny Quest. You’ll need to drill down through 

some choices, and ultimately need to enter the URL: 
http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com. There are several 

books available for you to read through Destiny.  
 

 

 
 

 
Gale Virtual Reference Library is also 

available via your mobile device: 
Go to the App Store and search for Gale Cengage 

Learning. There are over 300 multi volume texts to search. You’ll be 
prompted to enter a password; ledyard.  

 
 

 
 

Check out our catalog for titles, web sites, and database collections:  

Library Catalog: Destiny Quest (http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com) 

Looking for a specific title? Your student can create an account with their last name and 

student 10 digit number (on the back of their student id). You can place books on hold 

once accounts have been created. Search for online resources by opening the One Search 

tab. Online resources in response to your search are listed and available.  

 

 

 

 

http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com/
http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com/
http://ledyard.follettdestiny.com/


Direct Links to our database collection:  

 
Oxford English Dictionary  

http://oed.com (hint: ledyard & ledyard) 

SIRS – Social Issues Researcher 
http://sks.sirs.com (hint: ledyard) 

Gale Virtual Reference Library 
http://access.gale.com/ledyardhs/ 

(hint: ledyard) 

Gale Literature Research Center 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/s0722 

(Hint: ledyard) 
ABC-CLIO Databases  

http://databases.abc-clio.com  
(hint: lhs2 and ledyard)    
 

American Government          
World at War          The American Indian Experience 
Pop Culture              Daily Life through History 
World History: Modern Era 

American History 

iconn.org –  
CT State Digital Database  
Use your public library card for complete access! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELOW:  A LIST OF ITEMS THAT SHOULD NOT BE  

 

WORN AT LEDYARD HIGH SCHOOL 

http://oed.com/
http://sks.sirs.com/
http://access.gale.com/ledyardhs/
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/s0722?db=LitRC-31
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/s0722
http://databases.abc-clio.com/


 


